DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

Christian Crusading Russia. England must commit
this " douce violence " of occupying the Golden Horn
with her ships, must make a military convention
with the Sultan, and put Mr. Goschen in charge of
Turkish Finance : the Sultan himself could go to
live at Smyrna. This was the only way to prevent
war, and she trusted that " there may be enough
energy and decision at the (English) Foreign Office
to take the right step and not to wait or hesitate."
She felt sure that the other Powers would support
this programme.

She sketched the happy result of this astonishing

gesture.   An independent State would develop out

of the British  occupation,   and  it  would  need  a

Sovereign.   There was no one more suitable than

one of her brothers.   Perhaps the Duke of Edinburgh

would not be available as he would one day be Duke

of Coburg, but the Duke of Connaught would be

very proper, or her youngest brother Prince Leopold.

If not, there was the Duke of Genoa,  or Prince

Waldemar of Denmark, or other German Princes.

That could be considered later, but just now time

was precious :   " Not another moment should be lost

and a bold coup made.   The details of how, I am sure

there are clever heads in the Cabinet enough to

make out! "*   But the requisite energy and decision

were lacking in the English Cabinet:  they were not

clever enough to see how to substitute for Turkey in

Europe  this  new  England  in   Turkey.   Bismarck

might not have been sorry to see England attempt it,

for that would surely have involved her in trouble
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